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Gateway Program Overview 
The University of Notre Dame, in collaboration 
with Holy Cross College, created the Gateway 
Program. The program offers the opportunity 
for select students to enroll at Holy Cross 
College (Notre Dame, Indiana) for their first 
year of college with a guaranteed transfer 
agreement to Notre Dame for the start of the 
student’s sophomore year. 
 
Each semester, Gateway students will take a 
coordinated program of honors courses at 
Holy Cross, which have been specifically 
designed to complete Notre Dame’s First Year 
of Studies curriculum, and one course at Notre 
Dame, which will be selected in consultation 
with the Director of Academic Advising at Holy 
Cross and an Academic Advisor at Notre 
Dame. 
 
Gateway students are guaranteed transfer 
admission following completion of their first 
year, as long as they meet a minimum 
cumulative GPA and are in good standing with 
both institutions. 
 
Selection Criteria 
Students are selected for this program based 
on their undergraduate application to Notre 
Dame.  This is an invitation-only program – a 
student’s application to ND will be the only 
consideration to the Gateway program.  
Students may not ask to be considered for this 
program.   
 
The Gateway Selection Committee will look at 
the same qualities that we do for any admitted 
student (high academic and personal 
achievements, potential for growth, and fit at 
the University) but also take into account a 
student’s desire to attend Notre Dame – in 

other words, is it clear that they are the type who 
would be willing to transfer to Notre Dame and 
would be interested in a somewhat streamlined 
process in order to do so. 
 
The classes at Holy Cross have been designed in 
consultation with Notre Dame Faculty to mirror 
First Year of Studies courses.  The academic 
experience will be as close to First Year as 
possible.  The Director of Academic Advising at 
Holy Cross will guide Gateway students 
throughout the year to track their academic 
progress.  
 
Community 
Engaging in both the Notre Dame and Holy Cross 
communities truly gives Gateway students a four-
year collegiate experience.  Taking full advantage 
of the many clubs and activities on both campuses 
allows students to enjoy their first year at Holy 
Cross and be fully prepared to seamlessly 
transition to Notre Dame.  
 
Housing 
Housing is guaranteed for the student’s first year 
at Holy Cross and Gateway students will have first 
priority among transfer students in the on-campus 
housing lottery at Notre Dame. 
 
Contact 
Specific questions regarding the Gateway Program 
can be directed to transfer@nd.edu.  
 
 
 

mailto:transfer@nd.edu

