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Overview 
The Office of Outreach and Engagement 
Recruitment (OER) is working to establish a 
Notre Dame presence throughout the United 
States by identifying and engaging high-
achieving students early in their academic 
careers.  OER’s national early outreach model 
is cultivating a pipeline of highly talented 
Catholics and broadly identifying selected 
cohorts of students (creative, intellectually 
curious, with varied academic areas of interest 
and socioeconomic backgrounds).  Through 
this initiative OER hopes to provide the 
opportunity for every high-achieving student 
to understand how Notre Dame may benefit 
him or her in the future.  
 
Format 
OER’s primary vehicle for student engagement 
is the NDignite Connection program.  
NDignite Connection is an online enrichment 
program for high-achieving students in grades 
7-9 that strives to help students 
better understand their gifts, talents and 
interests, while offering valuable insight into 
life at a highly-selective university. The 
program takes place in OER’s proprietary 
Online Learning Center, and is offered free of 
charge to all participants.  
 
Students log into the Online Learning Center 
six times per semester and watch a 30 minute 
webcast (NDignite Connection LIVE) where 
they hear from current Notre Dame students, 
Admissions staff, alumni, faculty, and 
community leaders. Following the webcast, 
students complete a brief activity aimed at 
fostering character and leadership 
development, as well as college selection skills. 
 

Seventh and eighth grade students complete 
activities that revolve around topics such as 
college prep, resilience, creativity, self-awareness, 
leadership, respect for diversity, service, and 
spirituality.  Ninth grade students spend time 
developing an NDignite Connection Digication 
ePortfolio that will allow them to document their 
high school involvement and achievements while 
earning “digital badges”. All NDignite Connection 
participants also have an opportunity to connect 
with like-minded peers and create community in 
the Online Learning Center. 
 
A small cohort of NDignite Connection students in 
the Philadelphia, PA/Camden, NJ area participate 
in alumni-sponsored, face-to-face programming in 
addition to their online involvement. The students 
are invited to one service event and one social 
event per semester.  These events allow students 
to foster a greater sense of community with their 
NDignite Connection peers and a richer 
connection with the University through their 
engagement with alumni volunteers.  
 
 
Contact 
Office of Outreach and Engagement Recruitment  
220 Main Building 
Notre Dame, IN 46556-5602 
oer.nd.edu / oer@nd.edu  
574-631-6697 
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