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In support of the University's mission, the Flatley 
Center for Undergraduate Scholarly Engagement 
(CUSE) promotes the intellectual development of 
our undergraduates through scholarly engagement, 
research, creative endeavors, and pursuit of 
fellowships.  
 
The goals of CUSE are to: 
 
1) Stimulate the life of the mind across campus by 
building a scholarly community to engage and 
support students in intellectual and creative 
pursuits inside and outside of the classroom.  
 
2) Create opportunities for undergraduate research, 
scholarship, and creative endeavors in all colleges 
by connecting students to resources such as faculty 
mentors, projects, funding, and venues for 
presenting and publishing their work.  
 
3) Encourage and facilitate students' applications 
for nationally competitive fellowships, emphasizing 
the value of the process itself while furthering their 
intellectual growth and propelling them to greater 
post-graduate excellence.  
 
In each of these capacities, CUSE mentors students 
and helps them discern their paths, cultivate their 
gifts, and attain leadership in their chosen fields. 
CUSE seeks to develop in our undergraduates a 
lifelong curiosity and a capacity for contemplating 
deeper questions and working for the common 
good. 
 
Undergraduate Research 
At the University of Notre Dame, undergraduate 
research covers a variety of investigations and 
modes of inquiry that may be disciplinary or 
interdisciplinary, faculty-initiated or student-
initiated—all guided through collaboration with a 
faculty mentor. 
 
Though undergraduate research spans across 
disciplines, the following examples are recent 
CUSE-supported opportunities: 
• Architecture - The major issues faced by 
hospitals and medical facilities in terms of design  
• Arts and Letters- The study of the modern Irish 
political state and social life, including the 

relationships between the Catholic church, the Irish 
constitution, and conflicts with Northern Ireland; The 
influence of Catholic primary schools in Uganda  
• Business - Consumer relationships with, and loyalty to, 
products; deposit rate-setting at financial institutions  
• Engineering - The effects of a student-developed motor 
skill intervention computer game on the fine motor skills of 
children with autism  
• Science - Work with retinal regeneration in zebrafish and 
the possible application to humans; the effects of timber 
harvest on salmon streams in Southeast Alaska  
 
Fellowships 
CUSE supports applications from Notre Dame 
undergraduates and undergraduate alumni for the most 
prestigious and highly competitive national fellowships, 
such as: 

• Rhodes Scholarship 
• Truman Scholarship 
• Goldwater Scholarship 
• Fulbright U.S. Student Program 
• And many others 

 
CUSE actively promotes the intellectual and professional 
benefits of these programs, recruits and mentors 
competitive applicants, and oversees the administration of 
the application processes for those fellowships requiring a 
nomination, endorsement, or evaluation from the 
University.  In recent years, Notre Dame undergraduate 
students and alumni have seen a steady increase of 
prestigious fellowship awards, including two Rhodes 
Scholars in the last two years. 
 
Sorin Scholars 
The Sorin Scholars program is an initiative of the Flatley 
Center for Undergraduate Scholarly Engagement (CUSE). 
The Sorin Scholars program admits 15-20 first-year 
students annually who are selected through a competitive 
application process during the spring semester. We select a 
cohort of students who have excelled during their first year 
at the University in terms of scholarly engagement (e.g., 
research, creative endeavors, leadership) but are not part of 
an existing honors or scholars program on campus. Sorin 
Scholars are supported during their sophomore, junior, and 
senior years through specialized advising, unique 
programming, and priority funding consideration. Chosen 
from all undergraduate colleges and schools, our scholars 
represent a wide-ranging, dynamic, and interdisciplinary 
group. 


