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The Center for Social Concerns of the 
University of Notre Dame facilitates engaged 
learning, research, and service informed by 
Catholic Social Tradition. Through the Center, 
learning becomes service to justice. 
 
For over three decades, the Center has 
coordinated service- and community-based 
learning for thousands of students, supported 
community-based research by faculty and 
students that responds to community needs 
near and far, and facilitated Notre Dame’s 
community partnerships in support of the 
demands of justice. Shaped by the Catholic 
social tradition, the Center’s programing 
aspires to bring together education of mind of 
heart as we prepare our students for the 
responsibilities of faith-filled global citizenship 
and help the University fulfill its mission to 
"create a sense of human solidarity and 
concern for the common good that will bear 
fruit as learning becomes service to justice." 
 
Courses, Seminars, and Programs 
Social Concerns Seminars: One-credit engaged 
learning courses that require students to do 
social analysis, work with community partners 
around the country, and reflect on their service 
experience. 
 
Summer Service Learning Program: A three-
credit theology course with an eight-week 
immersion for Notre Dame students who are 
interested in expanding their education by 
working with and learning from persons who 
are marginalized in society. 
 
International Summer Service Learning 
Program: A four-credit course and an eight-
week summer service-learning program in 
Catholic social tradition and social analysis 
which together provide a critical lens through 

which students are invited to interpret an array of 
global issues.  
 
Summer Courses and Internships: Provide 
undergraduate students with the opportunity to 
apply their academic studies in a professional 
setting with a social focus.  
 
Spanish Community-Based Learning: Students 
who are interested in using Spanish skills and 
developing intercultural competence can 
participate in community-based learning in a 
variety of local, national, and international option. 
 
Community-Based Research: A collaborative effort 
between academic researchers and non-academy 
based community members that aims to generate 
social action and positive social change through 
the use of multiple knowledge sources and 
research methods.  
 
Community-Based Course Guide: Experience 
education outside the classroom. 
 
The Higgins Labor Program: An interdisciplinary 
unit of the Center for Social Concerns that 
sponsors research, education, and dialogue on 
issues involving work, opportunity, and social 
justice. Central to our efforts is a commitment to 
connect campus to the wider community, broadly 
defined. 
 
Minors 
Poverty Studies Interdisciplinary Minor 
Catholic Social Tradition (CST) Minor 
 
Opportunities 
Civic Engagement Directory 
Postgraduate Service 


